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Did you know that if yard
waste, such as leaves, grass
clippings, weeds, prunings,
brush, and small twigs that
are nafurally found areund
the home, are disposed of
along a creek or in the storm
drain it can impact. ..

Water Quality

Yard waoste decaving In creeks and rivers
decomposes In a process thal removes oxygen
from the water FAsh and other aquatic life can't
survivie in werber with low oxygen. As yvard woste
decomposes, plant nufrients such as nifrogen
and phosphorus are alse released  These
rufrients promote the excesslve growth of algae
i the wabker, As the water becomes poliuted, If
does not support aquatic life and becomes a
health hazard

Erosion

Leaves and woody debriz naturally accumulote in
sfreams and creeks. However when vou collect
and dispose of vard waste along creek banks, the
added yord washe covers the ground and keeps
out the nofural vegefaiion that helps fo sfabilize
fhe bank This prachice leads fo increased erosion
and sedimeniotion that clouds creek waher
and desiroys habital for aguatic life. improper dis-
posal of yoard woshe increases the accumulation
of debris which in fum can lead fo blockoges that
inRibi proper drainage. Ahough it i common
for some homeowners fo dispose of yard waste
along creek banks, f is not a good practice.

Onsite Opfions What can YOU do ]
Composting fo prevent yard waste from °
s an easy Inexpensive '

and natural way fo dispose poliufing our water?

of leaves, free Mmmings, and

brush. Comnpost can be used as

mmmwﬂ. which =, Never allow yard waste fo be washed down

reduces the need for chemical ferfifizers or put info the storm drains.

that can contaminale storm waler unafl’ dralning

into creeks and rivers. Spreading compost around <. Do not sweep or blow grass clippings along

Mﬂmﬂmmm:ﬂhmm the sireet or info a storm drain

mqmwwm s Do not dump grass or yard waste onfo o
creek bank or area where It will be washed
into creaks and Mvers.

s Confrol soill erosion on your propery by
'plunﬂngmhuhnandqmundmrh
stabilize erozion-prone ansas.

=, Compost yvour leaves, brush, grass clippings
and ofher yard washe.

&5 Use the “Community Resources” identified

Water Sparingly on the back side of this brochure for further

assistance.
o not over-waler the lawn or garden.

Wr.rhring may increase leaching of j!rh‘ﬂm Taller Grass ﬁ)ﬂr
i'n ground and surfoce waher When your laws

:,pr garden needs waterng, use slow-water .'«
filll:hnlquns such as frickle imigation or sog

Mow grass higher and leave gross clippings

on the lown fo refain molsfure and provide

i nuirients fo the sol oz they decompose.

noses. Such devices reduce runoff, and are i When you mow; set the blades fo cut the

effecfive than sprinklers. grass two or three inches high Most grasses

. ' are healthiest at this height and this also

helps confrol weeds. Also, taller grass along

storm woler drainoge oreas helps filler

runcff and stabilize soil betler with deeper
roofs.

MSD Malntenance

Yard waste that is swept Infe Inlefs and cafch basing
bulids up and can clog the storm draing and couss
focding problems. This bulld up of yard washe con
rrake I difflculf for the drainage systemn fo carry away
axcessive amounts of water during storms which con
lecd to fooded sraats
and basemaents. When
storm wober dralng do
not function afficlently,
more mainfenance s
needed fo clean ouf
blockage: and thess
costs con be passed on
to the customar in the
Jorm of higher sawar
rertes.

Yard Waste

&-}'Ihe Federal Clean Water Adt mandates that the
County, municipalies and MSD fake steps to prevent
polluticn of storm waler runoff

E}Ml’smuﬁ Skate law bans the disposal of yard waste
in fandfiils,

&Euin! Louis County Waslke Management Code and
AMuniclpal erdinances prohibit the durmping of yord
wiashe,

E:,I’r is unlawful o dump yard waoste info the storm
drain or creeks. To report the improper disposal of
yard wiaste in the sform drain or the areek confact
the Metropolitan Sevwer District af (314) 768-6250.

Community Resources

& Contact your local waste hauler for yard
wasfe pick up services.

& Contact your municipality for a recycling
center in your areq.

& For a listing of County residential
recycling centers call the Saint Louis
County Waste Management Holline at
(314) 286-9200 for assistance.

Remember No Dumping!
Only Rain fo the Storm Drain

Medropolifan 3t Louls Sewer Disfrict
Divislon of Emdronmental Compliance
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Ta confact MED Cusfomer Service call
(374) T68-5260

or vigih us on the Web of
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